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On the National Policy of Commonly Used Writing in Chinese
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Li Yuming

The important position of Chinese characters determines that policy about Chinese



writing is an important part of China’ s language policy in general. Normalized Chinese characters
are having been sorted out current standard characters that have been promulgated by the State
and used in prescribed fields throughout China and therefore they are the national common writ—
ing provided by law. Under the precondition that the predominance of the national common writing
is guaranteed the use of the 30 odd ethnic writings should also be guaranteed by law while leav—
ing room for the use of the traditional and variant forms of characters. The major tasks for work in
the field of writing are: 1) enhancing the normalization standardization and informationization of
Chinese characters; and 2) giving fuller play to the function of Pinyin in order to meet the needs
of economic and social developments the needs of informationization and the needs for Chinese
character use to facilitate the implementation of China’ s policy of ‘going out to the world’ .
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